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Stephen reflects upon Rickfe's life as lie follows the river
that flows Into darkness* We connec the river with Rickie's
dark life. The crisis Agnes apprehends and the shock Rickie
suffers throw them both into a passionate embrace. The physical
union that comes about in the moment of crisis subserves he*
purpose, for Rickie tears'off the letter he writes to AnselL He
Is not sorry for losing Stephen and on his account the symbolic
moment. His blindness to reality makes him a sexual snob. He,
however, opens his eyes to see the truth when a woman tells
Jiow Stephen rescued her child at the level crossing. As Rickie
doesn't get * Inside life % he couldn't write a single story
acceptable to the publishers.

The second section, Sawston, repeats the characteristics of
the place bearing the same name as in the first novel, the Angels.
There Sawston loses to the power of Italy, here in this novel,
it triumphs because of the addition of an educational system
that England evolves and preserves to mould the national character.
As a result of the loss of vision that his Cambridge experience
provides, Rickie is led by a 'noose* to 'the chamber of darkness9
called Sawston. The male instruments for Rickie's fall are his
aunt, Mrs Failing and wife Agnes. Mr Herbert Pembroke
provides him a place at Sawston F ublic School to tie him up to
the conventional values of life and with his sister Agnes, controls
Rickie in his actions.

Rickie retains some noble values of life In spite of
Sawston. His love of tradition aod Individuality is not tainted
when we connect his remarks : ** I envy those public schools
that have a natural connection with the past **. a 4 Mr Pembroke
is an enemy to both and at war with humanism. He dubs
Mr Jackson, the humanist and master in the school at Sawston,
as the worst * reactionary. * At the instance of Pembroke,
Rickie does things that he wouldn't have wished to on many
occasions. He wants to be friends with his pupils. But Pembroke,
commends * personal influence f instead of * personal intercourse*
as Henry Wslcox in Howards End insists on 'concentration*
instead of * connection * in his relations! with others. Pembroke
idrects Rickie to set traps on the boys so that they may give
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